Milan Cathedral

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Annual cycle B

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mil-
anese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron,
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.




Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good wiill.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks
for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty
Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa-
ther,

you take away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world, re-
ceive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.

Foryou alone are the Holy One, you alone
are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.



Acts 7: 2-8. 11-12a. 17. 20-22. 30-34. 36-42a.
44-48a. 51-54

A reading from the Acts

of the Apostles

In those days. Stephen replied, “My broth-
ers and fathers, listen. The God of glory
appeared to our father Abraham while he
was in Mesopotamia, before he had set-
tled in Haran, and said to him, ‘Go forth
from your land and from your kinsfolk to
the land that | will show you.” So he went
forth from the land of the Chaldeans and
settled in Haran. And from there, after his
father died, he made him migrate to this
land where you now dwell. Yet he gave
him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's
length, but he did promise to give it to
him and his descendants as a possession,
even though he was childless. And God



spoke thus, ‘His descendants shall be al-
iens in a land not their own, where they
shall be enslaved and oppressed for four
hundred years; but | will bring judgment
on the nation they serve,” God said, ‘and
after that they will come out and worship
me in this place.” Then he gave him the
covenant of circumcision, and so he be-
came the father of Isaac, and circumcised
him on the eighth day, as Isaac did Jacob,
and Jacob the twelve patriarchs.

Then a famine and great affliction struck
all Egypt and Canaan, and our ancestors
could find no food; but when Jacob heard
that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our
ancestors. When the time drew near for
the fulfillment of the promise that God
pledged to Abraham, the people had in-
creased and become very numerous in
Egypt.

At this time Moses was born, and he was
extremely beautiful. For three months
he was nursed in his father's house; but



when he was exposed, Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter adopted him and brought him up as
her own son. Moses was educated in all
the wisdom of the Egyptians and was
powerful in his words and deeds.

Forty years later, an angel appeared to
him in the desert near Mount Sinai in the
flame of a burning bush. When Moses
saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and
as he drew near to look at it, the voice of
the Lord came, ‘I am the God of your fa-
thers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and
of Jacob.’ Then Moses, trembling, did not
dare to look at it. But the Lord said to
him, ‘Remove the sandals from your feet,
for the place where you stand is holy
ground. | have witnessed the affliction of
my people in Egypt and have heard their
groaning, and | have come down to res-
cue them. Come now, | will send you to
Egypt.

This man led them out, performing won-
ders and signs in the land of Egypt, at



the Red Sea, and in the desert for forty
years. It was this Moses who said to the
Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you, from
among your own kinsfolk, a prophet like
me." It was he who, in the assembly in the
desert, was with the angel who spoke to
him on Mount Sinai and with our ances-
tors, and he received living utterances to
hand on to us. Our ancestors were un-
willing to obey him; instead, they pushed
him aside and in their hearts turned back
to Egypt, saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods
who will be our leaders. As for that Mo-
ses who led us out of the land of Egypt,
we do not know what has happened to
him." So they made a calf in those days,
offered sacrifice to the idol, and reveled
in the works of their hands. Then God
turned and handed them over to wor-
ship the host of heaven. Our ancestors
had the tent of testimony in the desert
just as the One who spoke to Moses di-
rected him to make it according to the



pattern he had seen. Our ancestors who
inherited it brought it with Joshua when
they dispossessed the nations that God
drove out from before our ancestors, up
to the time of David, who found favor
in the sight of God and asked that he
might find a dwelling place for the house
of Jacob. But Solomon built a house for
him. Yet the Most High does not dwell in
houses made by human hands.

You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised
in heart and ears, you always oppose
the holy Spirit; you are just like your an-
cestors. Which of the prophets did your
ancestors not persecute? They put to
death those who foretold the coming of
the righteous one, whose betrayers and
murderers you have now become. You
received the law as transmitted by an-
gels, but you did not observe it.”

When they heard this, they were infuri-
ated, and they ground their teeth at him.

The word of the Lord.



Ps 117 (118)
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
his mercy endures forever.

Let Israel say:

his mercy endures forever.

Let the house of Aaron say,

his mercy endures forever.

Let those who fear the Lord say,
his mercy endures forever.



| was hard pressed and falling,
but the Lord came to my help.
The Lord, my strength and might,
has become my savior.

1 Cor 2: 6-12

A reading from the First Letter
of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

Brethren, yet we do speak a wisdom to
those who are mature, but not a wisdom
of this age, nor of the rulers of this age
who are passing away. Rather, we speak
God's wisdom, mysterious, hidden, which
God predetermined before the ages for
our glory, and which none of the rulers
of this age knew; for if they had known
it, they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory. But as it is written: “What eye
has not seen, and ear has not heard, and



what has not entered the human heart,
what God has prepared for those who
love him,”.
This God has revealed to us through the
Spirit. For the Spirit scrutinizes everything,
even the depths of God. Among human
beings, who knows what pertains to a
person except the spirit of the person
that is within? Similarly, no one knows
what pertains to God except the Spirit of
God. We have not received the spirit of
the world but the Spirit that is from God,
so that we may understand the things
freely given us by God.

The word of the Lord.



Jn17: 1b-11

A reading of the holy Gospel
according to John

At that time. When Jesus had said this,
he raised his eyes to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come. Give glory
to your son, so that your son may glorify
you, just as you gave him authority over
all people, so that he may give eternal
life to all you gave him. Now this is eter-
nal life, that they should know you, the
only true God, and the one whom you
sent, Jesus Christ. | glorified you on earth
by accomplishing the work that you gave
me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with
you, with the glory that | had with you
before the world began. | revealed your
name to those whom you gave me out of
the world. They belonged to you, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. Now they know that everything



you gave me is from you, because the
words you gave to me | have given to
them, and they accepted them and tru-
ly understood that | came from you, and
they have believed that you sent me. |
pray for them. | do not pray for the world
but for the ones you have given me, be-
cause they are yours, and everything of
mine is yours and everything of yours is
mine, and | have been glorified in them.
And now | will no longer be in the world,
but they are in the world, while I am
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them
in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one just as we are.”
The Gospel of the Lord.



In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar,
and there recall that your brother has anything against
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us men and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. | confess one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo
Illdefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano

Image: Milan, Duomo:
«Pulpity, gilt bronze, 16th cent, part.
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