
Milan Cathedral

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Annual cycle C

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church 
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes 
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron, 
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite 
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are 
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.



Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore 
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks 
for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty 
Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa-
ther,
you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, re-
ceive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
Acts 4: 32-37

A reading from the Acts 
of the Apostles

In those days. The community of believ-
ers was of one heart and mind, and no 
one claimed that any of his possessions 
was his own, but they had everything in 
common. With great power the apostles 
bore witness to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great favor was accord-
ed them all. There was no needy person 
among them, for those who owned prop-
erty or houses would sell them, bring the 
proceeds of the sale, and put them at the 
feet of the apostles, and they were dis-
tributed to each according to need.
Thus Joseph, also named by the apos-
tles Barnabas (which is translated “son 
of encouragement”), a Levite, a Cypriot 



by birth, sold a piece of property that he 
owned, then brought the money and put 
it at the feet of the apostles.

The word of the Lord.

Psalm
Ps 132 (133)

How good and how pleasant it is,
when brothers dwell together as one! R

Like fine oil on the head,
running down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron,
upon the collar of his robe. R

Like dew of Hermon coming down
upon the mountains of Zion.
There the Lord has decreed a blessing,
life for evermore! R



Second Reading (Epistle)
1 Cor 12: 31 - 13: 8a

A reading from the First Letter 
of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

Brethren, strive eagerly for the greatest 
spiritual gifts. But I shall show you a still 
more excellent way.
If I speak in human and angelic tongues 
but do not have love, I am a resound-
ing gong or a clashing cymbal. And if I 
have the gift of prophecy and compre-
hend all mysteries and all knowledge; if 
I have all faith so as to move mountains 
but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give away everything I own, and if I hand 
my body over so that I may boast but do 
not have love, I gain nothing. Love is pa-
tient, love is kind. It is not jealous, [love] 
is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is 
not rude, it does not seek its own inter-
ests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not 
brood over injury, it does not rejoice over 



wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things. Love never 
fails. If there are prophecies, they will be 
brought to nothing; if tongues, they will 
cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to 
nothing. 

The word of the Lord.

Gospel
Jn 13: 31b-35

A reading of the holy Gospel 
according to John

At that time, Jesus said, “Now is the Son 
of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
him. If God is glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself, and he will 
glorify him at once. My children, I will be 
with you only a little while longer. You 
will look for me, and as I told the Jews, 



‘Where I go you cannot come,’ so now I 
say it to you. I give you a new command-
ment: love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you also should love one anoth-
er. This is how all will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before 
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the 
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar, 
and there recall that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

The Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were 
made.
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.



Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pater noster

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the 
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St. 
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo 
Ildefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano

Image: Milan, Duomo: 
«Pulpit», gilt bronze, 16th cent., part.
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