
Milan Cathedral

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Annual cycle C

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church 
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes 
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron, 
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite 
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are 
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.



Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore 
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks 
for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty 
Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa-
ther,
you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, re-
ceive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
Acts 21: 8b-14

A reading from the Acts 
of the Apostles

In those days. We went to the house of 
Philip the evangelist, who was one of the 
Seven, and stayed with him. He had four 
virgin daughters gifted with prophecy. 
We had been there several days when a 
prophet named Agabus came down from 
Judea. He came up to us, took Paul’s belt, 
bound his own feet and hands with it, 
and said, “Thus says the holy Spirit: This 
is the way the Jews will bind the own-
er of this belt in Jerusalem, and they will 
hand him over to the Gentiles.” When 
we heard this, we and the local residents 
begged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 
Then Paul replied, “What are you doing, 
weeping and breaking my heart? I am 



prepared not only to be bound but even 
to die in Jerusalem for the name of the 
Lord Jesus.” Since he would not be dis-
suaded we let the matter rest, saying, 
“The Lord’s will be done.”

The word of the Lord.

Psalm
Ps 15 (16)

Lord, my allotted portion and my cup,
you have made my destiny secure.
Pleasant places
were measured out for me;
fair to me indeed is my inheritance. R

I bless the Lord who counsels me;
even at night my heart exhorts me.
I keep the Lord always before me;
with him at my right hand,
I shall never be shaken. R



Therefore my heart is glad,
my soul rejoices;
my body also dwells secure. R

You will show me the path to life,
abounding joy in your presence,
the delights at your right hand forever. R

Second Reading (Epistle)
Phil 1: 8-14

A reading from the Letter  
of Saint Paul to the Philippians

Brethren, God is my witness, how I long 
for all of you with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your 
love may increase ever more and more in 
knowledge and every kind of perception, 
to discern what is of value, so that you 
may be pure and blameless for the day 
of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteous-



ness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God.
I want you to know, brothers, that my sit-
uation has turned out rather to advance 
the gospel, so that my imprisonment has 
become well known in Christ throughout 
the whole praetorium and to all the rest, 
and so that the majority of the brothers, 
having taken encouragement in the Lord 
from my imprisonment, dare more than 
ever to proclaim the word fearlessly.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel
Jn 15: 9-17

A reading of the holy Gospel 
according to John

At that time. The Lord Jesus said to his 
disciples, “As the Father loves me, so I 
also love you. Remain in my love. If you 



keep my commandments, you will re-
main in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and remain in 
his love. I have told you this so that my 
joy may be in you and your joy may be 
complete.
This is my commandment: love one an-
other as I love you. No one has great-
er love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. I no longer 
call you slaves, because a slave does not 
know what his master is doing. I have 
called you friends, because I have told 
you everything I have heard from my Fa-
ther. It was not you who chose me, but 
I who chose you and appointed you to 
go and bear fruit that will remain, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name 
he may give you. This I command you: 
love one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before 
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the 
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar, 
and there recall that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

The Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were 
made.
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.



Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pater noster

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano

Image: Milan, Duomo: 
«Pulpit», gilt bronze, 16th cent., part.

DUOMO DI MILANO

The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the 
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St. 
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo 
Ildefonso Schuster (1880-1954).
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