
Milan Cathedral

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Annual cycle C

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church 
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes 
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron, 
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite 
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are 
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.



Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore 
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks 
for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty 
Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa-
ther,
you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, re-
ceive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
Acts 21, 40b - 22: 22

A reading from the Acts 
of the Apostles

In those days. Paul stood on the steps 
and motioned with his hand to the peo-
ple; and when all was quiet he addressed 
them in Hebrew. “My brothers and fa-
thers, listen to what I am about to say 
to you in my defense.” When they heard 
him addressing them in Hebrew they be-
came all the more quiet. And he contin-
ued, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, 
but brought up in this city. At the feet of 
Gamaliel I was educated strictly in our 
ancestral law and was zealous for God, 
just as all of you are today. I persecut-
ed this Way to death, binding both men 
and women and delivering them to pris-
on. Even the high priest and the whole 
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council of elders can testify on my behalf. 
For from them I even received letters to 
the brothers and set out for Damascus 
to bring back to Jerusalem in chains for 
punishment those there as well.
On that journey as I drew near to Damas-
cus, about noon a great light from the sky 
suddenly shone around me. I fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ 
I replied, ‘Who are you, sir?’ And he said 
to me, ‘I am Jesus the Nazorean whom 
you are persecuting.’ My companions 
saw the light but did not hear the voice 
of the one who spoke to me. I asked, 
‘What shall I do, sir?’ The Lord answered 
me, ‘Get up and go into Damascus, and 
there you will be told about everything 
appointed for you to do.’ Since I could 
see nothing because of the brightness of 
that light, I was led by hand by my com-
panions and entered Damascus.



A certain Ananias, a devout observer of 
the law, and highly spoken of by all the 
Jews who lived there, came to me and 
stood there and said, ‘Saul, my broth-
er, regain your sight.’ And at that very 
moment I regained my sight and saw 
him. Then he said, ‘The God of our an-
cestors designated you to know his will, 
to see the Righteous One, and to hear 
the sound of his voice; for you will be 
his witness before all to what you have 
seen and heard. Now, why delay? Get up 
and have yourself baptized and your sins 
washed away, calling upon his name.’
After I had returned to Jerusalem and 
while I was praying in the temple, I fell 
into a trance and saw the Lord saying 
to me, ‘Hurry, leave Jerusalem at once, 
because they will not accept your tes-
timony about me.’ But I replied, ‘Lord, 
they themselves know that from syna-
gogue to synagogue I used to imprison 
and beat those who believed in you. And 



when the blood of your witness Stephen 
was being shed, I myself stood by giving 
my approval and keeping guard over the 
cloaks of his murderers.’ Then he said to 
me, ‘Go, I shall send you far away to the 
Gentiles.’” They listened to him until he 
said this, but then they raised their voices 
and shouted, “Take such a one as this 
away from the earth. It is not right that 
he should live.” 

The word of the Lord.

Psalm
Ps 66 (67)

May God be gracious to us
and bless us;
may his face shine upon us.
So shall your way be known
upon the earth,
your victory among all the nations. R



May the nations be glad and rejoice;
for you judge the peoples with fairness,
you guide the nations upon the earth. R

May the peoples praise you, God;
may all the peoples praise you!
May God bless us still;
that the ends of the earth
may revere him. R

Second Reading (Epistle)
Heb 7: 17-26

A reading from the Letter  
to the Hebrews

Brothers, this testimony is given to Christ: 
“You are a priest forever according to the 
order of Melchizedek.”
On the one hand, a former commandment 
is annulled because of its weakness and 
uselessness, for the law brought nothing 



to perfection; on the other hand, a better 
hope is introduced, through which we 
draw near to God. And to the degree that 
this happened not without the taking of 
an oath – for others became priests with-
out an oath, but he with an oath, through 
the one who said to him: “The Lord has 
sworn, and he will not repent: ‘You are 
a priest forever’” – to that same degree 
has Jesus [also] become the guarantee of 
an [even] better covenant. Those priests 
were many because they were prevented 
by death from remaining in office, but he, 
because he remains forever, has a priest-
hood that does not pass away. Therefore, 
he is always able to save those who ap-
proach God through him, since he lives 
forever to make intercession for them. 
It was fitting that we should have such 
a high priest: holy, innocent, undefiled, 
separated from sinners, higher than the 
heavens. 

The word of the Lord.



Gospel
Jn 16: 12-22

A reading of the holy Gospel 
according to John

At that time. Il Signore Gesù disse ai suoi 
discepoli, “I have much more to tell you, 
but you cannot bear it now. But when he 
comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide 
you to all truth. He will not speak on his 
own, but he will speak what he hears, 
and will declare to you the things that are 
coming. He will glorify me, because he 
will take from what is mine and declare 
it to you. Everything that the Father has 
is mine; for this reason I told you that he 
will take from what is mine and declare 
it to you.
A little while and you will no longer see 
me, and again a little while later and 
you will see me.” So some of his disci-
ples said to one another, “What does 
this mean that he is saying to us, ‘A little 

disciples,
Lord Jesus said to his



while and you will not see me, and again 
a little while and you will see me,’ and 
‘Because I am going to the Father’?”
So they said, “What is this ‘little while’ of 
which he speaks? We do not know what 
he means.” Jesus knew that they wanted 
to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you 
discussing with one another what I said, 
‘A little while and you will not see me, 
and again a little while and you will see 
me’? Amen, amen, I say to you, you will 
weep and mourn, while the world re-
joices; you will grieve, but your grief will 
become joy. When a woman is in labor, 
she is in anguish because her hour has 
arrived; but when she has given birth to a 
child, she no longer remembers the pain 
because of her joy that a child has been 
born into the world. So you also are now 
in anguish. But I will see you again, and 
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will 
take your joy away from you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before 
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the 
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar, 
and there recall that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

The Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were 
made.
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.



Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pater noster

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the 
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St. 
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo 
Ildefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano

Image: Milan, Duomo: 
«Pulpit», gilt bronze, 16th cent., part.

DUOMO DI MILANO
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