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At the Mass during the Day

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church 
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes 
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron, 
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite 
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are 
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.



Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore 
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks 
for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty 
Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa-
ther,
you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, re-
ceive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
Acts 12: 1-11

A reading from the Acts  
of the Apostles

About that time King Herod laid hands 
upon some members of the church to 
harm them. He had James, the brother 
of John, killed by the sword, and when 
he saw that this was pleasing to the 
Jews he proceeded to arrest Peter also. 
It was the feast of Unleavened Bread. 
He had him taken into custody and 
put in prison under the guard of four 
squads of four soldiers each. He intend-
ed to bring him before the people after 
Passover. Peter thus was being kept in 
prison, but prayer by the church was fer-
vently being made to God on his behalf. 
On the very night before Herod was to 
bring him to trial, Peter, secured by dou-



ble chains, was sleeping between two 
soldiers, while outside the door guards 
kept watch on the prison. Suddenly the 
angel of the Lord stood by him and a 
light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter 
on the side and awakened him, saying, 
“Get up quickly.” The chains fell from his 
wrists. The angel said to him, “Put on 
your belt and your sandals.” He did so. 
Then he said to him, “Put on your cloak 
and follow me.” So he followed him out, 
not realizing that what was happening 
through the angel was real; he thought 
he was seeing a vision.
They passed the first guard, then the sec-
ond, and came to the iron gate leading 
out to the city, which opened for them by 
itself. They emerged and made their way 
down an alley, and suddenly the angel 
left him. Then Peter recovered his senses 
and said, “Now I know for certain that 
the Lord sent his angel and rescued me 



from the hand of Herod and from all that 
the Jewish people had been expecting.”

The word of the Lord.

Psalm
Ps 33 (34)

Magnify the Lord with me;
and let us exalt his name together.
I sought the Lord, and he answered me,
delivered me from all my fears. R

Look to him and be radiant,
and your faces may not blush for shame.
This poor one cried out
and the Lord heard,
and from all his distress he saved him. R

The angel of the Lord encamps
around those who fear him,
and he saves them.



Taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed is the stalwart
one who takes refuge in him. R

Second Reading (Epistle)
2 Cor 11: 16 - 12: 9

A reading from the Second Letter  
of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

Brethren: no one should consider me 
foolish; but if you do, accept me as a fool, 
so that I too may boast a little. What I am 
saying I am not saying according to the 
Lord but as in foolishness, in this boastful 
state. Since many boast according to the 
flesh, I too will boast. For you gladly put 
up with fools, since you are wise your-
selves. For you put up with it if someone 
enslaves you, or devours you, or gets the 
better of you, or puts on airs, or slaps you 



in the face. To my shame I say that we 
were too weak!
But what anyone dares to boast of (I am 
speaking in foolishness) I also dare. Are 
they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israel-
ites? So am I. Are they descendants of 
Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of 
Christ? (I am talking like an insane per-
son) I am still more, with far greater la-
bors, far more imprisonments, far worse 
beatings, and numerous brushes with 
death. Five times at the hands of the Jews 
I received forty lashes minus one. Three 
times I was beaten with rods, once I was 
stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I 
passed a night and a day on the deep; on 
frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, 
dangers from robbers, dangers from my 
own race, dangers from Gentiles, dangers 
in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dan-
gers at sea, dangers among false broth-
ers; in toil and hardship, through many 
sleepless nights, through hunger and 



thirst, through frequent fastings, through 
cold and exposure. And apart from these 
things, there is the daily pressure upon 
me of my anxiety for all the churches. 
Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is 
led to sin, and I am not indignant?
If I must boast, I will boast of the things 
that show my weakness. The God and 
Father of the Lord Jesus knows, he who 
is blessed forever, that I do not lie. At Da-
mascus, the governor under King Aretas 
guarded the city of Damascus, in order 
to seize me, but I was lowered in a bas-
ket through a window in the wall and es-
caped his hands.
I must boast; not that it is profitable, but 
I will go on to visions and revelations of 
the Lord. I know someone in Christ who, 
fourteen years ago (whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God 
knows), was caught up to the third heav-
en. And I know that this person (whether 
in the body or out of the body I do not 



know, God knows) was caught up into 
Paradise and heard ineffable things, which 
no one may utter. About this person I will 
boast, but about myself I will not boast, 
except about my weaknesses. Although 
if I should wish to boast, I would not be 
foolish, for I would be telling the truth. 
But I refrain, so that no one may think 
more of me than what he sees in me 
or hears from me because of the abun-
dance of the revelations. Therefore, that 
I might not become too elated, a thorn 
in the flesh was given to me, an angel of 
Satan, to beat me, to keep me from being 
too elated. Three times I begged the Lord 
about this, that it might leave me, but he 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is made perfect in weakness.” I 
will rather boast most gladly of my weak-
nesses, in order that the power of Christ 
may dwell with me.

The word of the Lord.



Gospel
Jn 21: 15b-19

A reading of the holy Gospel 
according to John

In that time. Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you.” He said 
to him, “Feed my lambs.” He then said to 
him a second time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you.” He said 
to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him 
the third time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” Peter was distressed that 
he had said to him a third time, “Do you 
love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, when you 
were younger, you used to dress your-
self and go where you wanted; but when 



you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will dress you 
and lead you where you do not want to 
go.” He said this signifying by what kind 
of death he would glorify God. And when 
he had said this, he said to him, “Follow 
me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before 
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the 
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar, 
and there recall that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

The Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were 
made.
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.



Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pater noster

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the 
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St. 
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo 
Ildefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano
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