Milan Cathedral

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Annual cycle A

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron,
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.




Is51: 4-8

A reading from the Book
of the prophet Isaiah

Thus says the Lord, “Be attentive to me,
my people; my nation, give ear to me.
For teaching shall go forth from me, and
my judgment, as light to the peoples. |
will make my victory come swiftly; my
salvation shall go forth and my arm shall
judge the nations; in me the coastlands
shall hope, and my arm they shall await.
Raise your eyes to the heavens, look at
the earth below; though the heavens
vanish like smoke, the earth wear out
like a garment and its inhabitants die
like flies, my salvation shall remain for-
ever and my victory shall always be firm.
Hear me, you who know justice, you
people who have my teaching at heart:



do not fear the reproach of others; re-
main firm at their revilings. They shall be
like a garment eaten by moths, like wool
consumed by grubs; but my victory shall
remain forever, my salvation, for all gen-
erations.”

The word of the Lord.

Ps 49 (50)

The God of gods, the Lord,

has spoken and summoned the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
From Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines forth.

Our God comes and will not be silent!
Devouring fire precedes him,



it rages strongly around him.
He calls to the heavens above
and to the earth to judge his people:

“Gather my loyal ones to me,

those who made a covenant

with me by sacrifice.”

The heavens proclaim his righteousness,
for God himself is the judge.

2 Thes 2: 1-14

A reading from the Second Letter
of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians

With regard to the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ and our assembling with
him, not to be shaken out of your minds
suddenly, or to be alarmed either by a



“spirit,” or by an oral statement, or by a
letter allegedly from us to the effect that
the day of the Lord is at hand. Let no
one deceive you in any way. For unless
the apostasy comes first and the lawless
one is revealed, the one doomed to per-
dition, who opposes and exalts himself
above every so-called god and object of
worship, so as to seat himself in the tem-
ple of God, claiming that he is a god — do
you not recall that while I was still with
you | told you these things? And now you
know what is restraining, that he may be
revealed in his time. For the mystery of
lawlessness is already at work. But the
one who restrains is to do so only for
the present, until he is removed from
the scene. And then the lawless one will
be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will
kil with the breath of his mouth and
render powerless by the manifestation
of his coming, the one whose coming
springs from the power of Satan in every



mighty deed and in signs and wonders
that lie, and in every wicked deceit for
those who are perishing because they
have not accepted the love of truth so
that they may be saved. Therefore, God
is sending them a deceiving power so
that they may believe the lie, that all who
have not believed the truth but have ap-
proved wrongdoing may be condemned.
But we ought to give thanks to God for
you always, brothers loved by the Lord,
because God chose you as the firstfruits
for salvation through sanctification by the
Spirit and belief in truth. To this end he
has also called you through our gospel to
possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.



Mt 24: 1-31

A reading of the holy Gospel
according to Matthew

At that time. While Jesus left the temple
area and was going away, when his dis-
ciples approached him to point out the
temple buildings. He said to them in
reply, “You see all these things, do you
not? Amen, | say to you, there will not
be left here a stone upon another stone
that will not be thrown down.” As he was
sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disci-
ples approached him privately and said,
“Tell us, when will this happen, and what
sign will there be of your coming, and of
the end of the age?” Jesus said to them
in reply, “See that no one deceives you.
For many will come in my name, saying,
‘I am the Messiah,” and they will deceive
many. You will hear of wars and reports
of wars; see that you are not alarmed, for



these things must happen, but it will not
yet be the end. Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom;
there will be famines and earthquakes
from place to place. All these are the
beginning of the labor pains. Then they
will hand you over to persecution, and
they will kill you. You will be hated by all
nations because of my name. And then
many will be led into sin; they will be-
tray and hate one another. Many false
prophets will arise and deceive many;
and because of the increase of evildoing,
the love of many will grow cold. But the
one who perseveres to the end will be
saved. And this gospel of the kingdom
will be preached throughout the world
as a witness to all nations, and then the
end will come. When you see the des-
olating abomination spoken of through
Daniel the prophet standing in the holy
place (let the reader understand), then
those in Judea must flee to the moun-



tains, a person on the housetop must not
go down to get things out of his house,
person in the field must not return to get
his cloak. Woe to pregnant women and
nursing mothers in those days. Pray that
your flight not be in winter or on the sab-
bath, for at that time there will be great
tribulation, such as has not been since
the beginning of the world until now, nor
ever will be. And if those days had not
been shortened, no one would be saved;
but for the sake of the elect they will be
shortened. If anyone says to you then,
‘Look, here is the Messiah! or, ‘There he
is!' do not believe it. False messiahs and
false prophets will arise, and they will
perform signs and wonders so great as
to deceive, if that were possible, even the
elect. Behold, | have told it to you before-
hand. So if they say to you, ‘He is in the
desert,’ do not go out there; if they say,
‘He is in the inner rooms,” do not believe
it. For just as lightning comes from the



east and is seen as far as the west, so will
the coming of the Son of Man be. Wher-
ever the corpse is, there the vultures will
gather. Imnmediately after the tribulation
of those days, the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light, and
the stars will fall from the sky, and the
powers of the heavens will be shaken.
And then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in heaven, and all the tribes of
the earth will mourn, and they will see
the Son of Man coming upon the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory.
And he will send out his angels with a
trumpet blast, and they will gather his
elect from the four winds, from one end
of the heavens to the other.”
The Gospel of the Lord.



In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar,
and there recall that your brother has anything against
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us men and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. | confess one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo
Illdefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano
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