
Milan Cathedral

FIFTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Annual cycle A

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church 
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes 
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron, 
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite 
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are 
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
Mi 5: 1; Mal 3: 1-5a. 6-7b

A reading from the Book 
of the prophet Micah

Thus says the Lord God, “But you, Beth-
lehem-Ephrathaha least among the clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
origin is from of old, from ancient times.
Now I am sending my messenger – he 
will prepare the way before me; and the 
lord whom you seek will come suddenly 
to his temple; the messenger of the cov-
enant whom you desire – see, he is com-
ing! says the Lord of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming? Who can 
stand firm when he appears? For he will 
be like a refiner’s fire, like fullers’ lye. He 
will sit refining and purifying silver, and 
he will purify the Levites, refining them 



like gold or silver, that they may bring of-
ferings to the Lord in righteousness. Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
please the Lord, as in ancient days, as in 
years gone by. I will draw near to you for 
judgment, and I will be swift to bear wit-
ness.
For I, the Lord, do not change, and you, 
sons of Jacob, do not cease to be. Since 
the days of your ancestors you have 
turned aside from my statutes and have 
not kept them. Return to me, that I may 
return to you, says the Lord of hosts.”

The word of the Lord.



Psalm
Ps 145 (146)

The Lord keeps faith forever,
secures justice for the oppressed,
who gives bread to the hungry.
The Lord sets prisoners free. R

The Lord gives sight to the blind.
The Lord raises up those who are
bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord protects the resident alien. R

He comes to the aid of the orphan
and the widow,
but thwarts the way of the wicked.
The Lord shall reign forever,
your God, Zion,
through all generations! R



Second Reading (Epistle)
Gal 3: 23-28

A reading from the Letter 
of Saint Paul to the Galatians

Brethren, before faith came, we were 
held in custody under law, confined for 
the faith that was to be revealed. Con-
sequently, the law was our disciplinarian 
for Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith. But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer under a disciplinarian. For 
through faith you are all children of God 
in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed your-
selves with Christ. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free 
person, there is not male and female; for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.



Gospel
Jn 1: 6-8. 15-18

A reading of the holy Gospel 
according to John

At that time. A man named John was sent 
from God. He came for testimony, to tes-
tify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but 
came to testify to the light. John testified 
to him and cried out, saying, “This was he 
of whom I said, ‘The one who is coming 
after me ranks ahead of me because he 
existed before me.’” From his fullness we 
have all received, grace in place of grace, 
because while the law was given through 
Moses, grace and truth came through Je-
sus Christ. No one has ever seen God. 
The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s 
side, has revealed him.

The Gospel of the Lord.



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before 
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the 
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar, 
and there recall that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

The Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were 
made.
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.



Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pater noster

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the 
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St. 
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo 
Ildefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano
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