
Milan Cathedral

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Annual cycle A

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church 
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes 
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron, 
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite 
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are 
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
Is 40: 1-11

A reading from the Book 
of the prophet Isaiah

“Comfort, give comfort to my people, 
says your God. Speak to the heart of Jeru-
salem, and proclaim to her that her ser-
vice has ended, that her guilt is expiated, 
that she has received from the hand of 
the Lord double for all her sins.” A voice 
proclaims: “In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord! Make straight in the 
wasteland a highway for our God! Every 
valley shall be lifted up, every mountain 
and hill made low; the rugged land shall 
be a plain, the rough country, a broad 
valley. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it togeth-
er; for the mouth of the Lord has spo-
ken.” A voice says, “Proclaim!” I answer, 



“What shall I proclaim?” “All flesh is grass, 
and all their loyalty like the flower of the 
field. The grass withers, the flower wilts, 
when the breath of the Lord blows upon 
it.” “Yes, the people is grass! The grass 
withers, the flower wilts, but the word 
of our God stands forever.” Go up onto 
a high mountain, Zion, herald of good 
news! Cry out at the top of your voice, 
Jerusalem, herald of good news! Cry out, 
do not fear! Say to the cities of Judah: 
Here is your God! Here comes with pow-
er the Lord God, who rules by his strong 
arm; here is his reward with him, his rec-
ompense before him. Like a shepherd he 
feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers the 
lambs, carrying them in his bosom, lead-
ing the ewes with care.

The word of the Lord.



Psalm
Ps 71 (72)

O God, give your judgment to the king;
your justice to the king’s son;
that he may govern your people
with justice,
your oppressed with right judgment. R

That abundance may flourish in his days,
great bounty, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,
from the river to the ends of the earth. R

May his name be forever;
as long as the sun, may his name endure.
May the tribes of the earth
give blessings with his name;
may all the nations regard him
as favored. R



Second Reading (Epistle)
Heb 10: 5-9a

A reading from the Letter  
to the Hebrews

Brethren, entering the world, Christ says: 
“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
but a body you prepared for me; holo-
causts and sin offerings you took no de-
light in. Then I said, ‘As is written of me in 
the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, 
O God.’” First he says, “Sacrifices and of-
ferings, holocausts and sin offerings, you 
neither desired nor delighted in.” These 
are offered according to the law. Then he 
says, “Behold, I come to do your will.”

The word of the Lord.



Gospel
Mt 21: 1-9

A reading of the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew

At that time. When they drew near Je-
rusalem and came to Bethphage on the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
saying to them, “Go into the village oppo-
site you, and immediately you will find an 
ass tethered, and a colt with her.* Untie 
them and bring them here to me. And if 
anyone should say anything to you, reply, 
‘The master has need of them.’ Then he 
will send them at once.” This happened 
so that what had been spoken through 
the prophet might be fulfilled: “Say to 
daughter Zion, ‘Behold, your king comes 
to you, meek and riding on an ass, and 
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had 
ordered them. They brought the ass and 
the colt and laid their cloaks over them, 



and he sat upon them. The very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others cut branches from the trees 
and strewed them on the road. The 
crowds preceding him and those follow-
ing kept crying out and saying: “Hosanna 
to the Son of David; blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna 
in the highest.”

The Gospel of the Lord.



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before 
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the 
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar, 
and there recall that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

The Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were 
made.
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.



Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pater noster

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the 
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St. 
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo 
Ildefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano
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