Milan Cathedral

December 26

SAINT STEPHEN
the first martyr

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron,
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.




Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good wiill.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore
you, we glorify you, we give you thanks
for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty
Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa-
ther,

you take away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world, re-
ceive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.

Foryou alone are the Holy One, you alone
are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.



Acts 6:8-7:2a;7:51-8:4

A reading from the Book
of the Acts of the Apostles

In those days. Stephen, filled with grace
and power, was working great wonders
and signs among the people. Certain
members of the so-called Synagogue of
Freedmen, Cyrenians, and Alexandrians,
and people from Cilicia and Asia, came
forward and debated with Stephen, but
they could not withstand the wisdom
and the spirit with which he spoke. Then
they instigated some men to say, “We
have heard him speaking blasphemous
words against Moses and God. They
stirred up the people, the elders, and the
scribes, accosted him, seized him, and
brought him before the Sanhedrin. They
presented false witnesses who testified,



“This man never stops saying things
against this holy place and the law. For
we have heard him claim that this Jesus
the Nazorean will destroy this place and
change the customs that Moses handed
down to us.”

All those who sat in the Sanhedrin looked
intently at him and saw that his face was
like the face of an angel.

Then the high priest asked, “Is this so?”
And he replied, “You stiff-necked people,
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you al-
ways oppose the holy Spirit; you are just
like your ancestors. Which of the proph-
ets did your ancestors not persecute?
They put to death those who foretold the
coming of the righteous one, whose be-
trayers and murderers you have now be-
come. You received the law as transmit-
ted by angels, but you did not observe it.”
When they heard this, they were infuri-
ated, and they ground their teeth at him.



But he, filled with the holy Spirit, looked
up intently to heaven and saw the glo-
ry of God and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God, and he said, “Behold, | see
the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” But
they cried out in a loud voice, covered
their ears, and rushed upon him togeth-
er. They threw him out of the city, and
began to stone him. The witnesses laid
down their cloaks at the feet of a young
man named Saul. As they were stoning
Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, re-
ceive my spirit.” Then he fell to his knees
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do
not hold this sin against them”; and when
he said this, he fell asleep. Now Saul was
consenting to his execution.

On that day, there broke out a severe per-
secution of the church in Jerusalem, and
all were scattered throughout the coun-
tryside of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles. Devout men buried Stephen



and made a loud lament over him. Saul,
meanwhile, was trying to destroy the
church; entering house after house and
dragging out men and women, he hand-
ed them over for imprisonment.

Now those who had been scattered went
about preaching the word.

The word of the Lord.

Ps 30 (31)

Incline your ear to me;
make haste to rescue me!
Be my rock of refuge,

a stronghold to save me.

Into your hands | commend my spirit;
you will redeem me, Lord, God of truth.
You hate those

who serve worthless idols,



but | trust in the Lord.
I will rejoice and be glad in your mercy.

Let your face shine on your servant;
save me in your mercy.

You hide them in the shelter

of your presence,

away from the strife of tongues.

2Tm 3:16-4:8

A reading from the Second Letter
of Saint Paul to Timothy

Beloved: all scripture is inspired by God
and is useful for teaching, for refutation,
for correction, and for training in right-
eousness, so that one who belongs to
God may be competent, equipped for
every good work.



| charge you in the presence of God and
of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living
and the dead, and by his appearing and
his kingly power: proclaim the word; be
persistent whether it is convenient or
inconvenient; convince, reprimand, en-
courage through all patience and teach-
ing. For the time will come when people
will not tolerate sound doctrine but, fol-
lowing their own desires and insatiable
curiosity, will accumulate teachers and
will stop listening to the truth and will be
diverted to myths. But you, be self-pos-
sessed in all circumstances; put up with
hardship; perform the work of an evan-
gelist; fulfill your ministry.

For | am already being poured out like
a libation, and the time of my departure
is at hand. | have competed well; | have
finished the race; | have kept the faith.
From now on the crown of righteousness
awaits me, which the Lord, the just judge,



will award to me on that day, and not
only to me, but to all who have longed
for his appearance.

The word of the Lord.

Mt 17: 24-27

A reading of the holy gospel
according to Matthew

In that time. When they came to Caper-
naum, the collectors of the temple tax
approached Peter and said, “Doesn’t
your teacher pay the temple tax?” “Yes,”
he said. When he came into the house,
before he had time to speak, Jesus asked
him, “What is your opinion, Simon? From
whom do the kings of the earth take
tolls or census tax? From their subjects



or from foreigners?” When he said, “From
foreigners,” Jesus said to him, “Then the
subjects are exempt. But that we may
not offend them, go to the sea, drop in
a hook, and take the first fish that comes
up. Open its mouth and you will find a
coin worth twice the temple tax. Give
that to them for me and for you.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Jn 15: 18-22

A reading of the holy gospel
according to John

In that time. The Lord Jesus said, “If the
world hates you, realize that it hated me
first. If you belonged to the world, the
world would love its own; but because



you do not belong to the world, and |
have chosen you out of the world, the
world hates you. Remember the word |
spoke to you, ‘No slave is greater than
his master.” If they persecuted me, they
will also persecute you. If they kept my
word, they will also keep yours. And they
will do all these things to you on account
of my name, because they do not know
the one who sent me. If | had not come
and spoken to them, they would have no
sin; but as it is they have no excuse for
their sin.
The Gospel of the Lord.



In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar,
and there recall that your brother has anything against
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us men and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was
buried, and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. | confess one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo
Illdefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano

Image: Milan, Duomo
DUOMO DI MILANO



	71397a5a7389b664608f5be560343629beeaab8a52ac682feef4487bba1f54c1.pdf
	71397a5a7389b664608f5be560343629beeaab8a52ac682feef4487bba1f54c1.pdf
	71397a5a7389b664608f5be560343629beeaab8a52ac682feef4487bba1f54c1.pdf

