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SUNDAY PRECEDING  
THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT JOHN

Annual cycle A

Ambrosian Rite

The Dean and Chapter welcome you to the Metropolitan 
Cathedral of Santa Maria Nascente, the Mother Church 
of the Archdiocese of Milan. The Cathedral welcomes 
you to the Holy Mass celebrated according to the Mila-
nese Rite, also named Ambrosian after its main Patron, 
St. Ambrose (bishop of Milan from 374 to 397). This Rite 
has its own Calendar and the readings of this leaflet are 
taken from the Ambrosian Lectionary.



Gloria in excelsis

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading
1 Mc 1: 10. 41-42; 2: 29-38

A reading from the First Book  
of Maccabees

In those days. There sprang from these 
a sinful offshoot, Antiochus Epiphanes, 
son of King Antiochus, once a hostage at 
Rome. He became king in the one hun-
dred and thirty-seventh year of the king-
dom of the Greeks.
Then the king wrote to his whole king-
dom that all should be one people, and 
abandon their particular customs. All the 
Gentiles conformed to the command of 
the king.
At that time many who sought right-
eousness and justice went out into the 
wilderness to settle there, they and their 
children, their wives and their animals, 
because misfortunes pressed so hard on 



them. It was reported to the officers and 
soldiers of the king who were in the City 
of David, in Jerusalem, that those who 
had flouted the king’s order had gone 
out to secret refuges in the wilderness. 
Many hurried out after them, and hav-
ing caught up with them, camped op-
posite and prepared to attack them on 
the sabbath. The pursuers said to them, 
“Enough of this! Come out and obey 
the king’s command, and you will live.” 
But they replied, “We will not come out, 
nor will we obey the king’s command 
to profane the sabbath.” Then the ene-
my attacked them at once. But they did 
not retaliate; they neither threw stones, 
nor blocked up their secret refuges. They 
said, “Let us all die in innocence; heav-
en and earth are our witnesses that you 
destroy us unjustly.” So the officers and 
soldiers attacked them on the sabbath, 
and they died with their wives, their chil-



dren and their animals, to the number of 
a thousand persons.

The word of the Lord.

Psalm
Ps 118 (119)

Rage seizes me because of the wicked;
they forsake your law.
Though the snares of the wicked
surround me,
your law I do not forget. R

Free me from human oppression,
that I may observe your precepts.
Malicious persecutors draw near me;
they are far from your law. R

I view the faithless with loathingw
because they do not heed your promise.
See how I love your precepts, Lord;
in your mercy give me life. R



Second Reading (Epistle)
Eph 6: 10-18

A reading from the Letter  
of Saint Paul to the Ephesians

Brethren: draw your strength from the 
Lord and from his mighty power. Put 
on the armor of God so that you may 
be able to stand firm against the tactics 
of the devil. For our struggle is not with 
flesh and blood but with the principali-
ties, with the powers, with the world rul-
ers of this present darkness, with the evil 
spirits in the heavens.
Therefore, put on the armor of God, that 
you may be able to resist on the evil day 
and, having done everything, to hold 
your ground. So stand fast with your loins 
girded in truth, clothed with righteous-
ness as a breastplate, and your feet shod 
in readiness for the gospel of peace. In 
all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, 
to quench all the flaming arrows of the 



evil one. And take the helmet of salva-
tion and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God. With all prayer and 
supplication, pray at every opportunity in 
the Spirit. To that end, be watchful with 
all perseverance and supplication for all 
the holy ones.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel
Mk 12: 13-17

A reading of the holy Gospel 
according to Mark

In that time. The chief priests, the scribes 
and the elders sent some Phariseesd and 
Herodians to him to ensnare hime in 
his speech. They came and said to him, 
“Teacher, we know that you are a truth-
ful man and that you are not concerned 
with anyone’s opinion. You do not re-



gard a person’s status but teach the way 
of God in accordance with the truth. Is 
it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar 
or not? Should we pay or should we not 
pay?” Knowing their hypocrisy he said to 
them, “Why are you testing me? Bring me 
a denarius to look at.” They brought one 
to him and he said to them, “Whose im-
age and inscription is this?” They replied 
to him, “Caesar’s.” So Jesus said to them, 
“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and to God what belongs to God.” They 
were utterly amazed at him.

The Gospel of the Lord.



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

In the Ambrosian Liturgy the Rite of peace comes before 
the offertory (presentation of the gifts), according to the 
teaching of Our Lord: «If you bring your gift to the altar, 
and there recall that your brother has anything against 
you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be rec-
onciled with your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift» (Matthew 5: 23-24). The Creed follows the offertory.

The Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were 
made.
For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spir-
it was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pon-
tius Pilate, he suffered death and was 
buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead and his kingdom will 
have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. I confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.



Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Pater noster

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



The Holy Church celebrates the Risen Lord. The Cathe-
dral keeps magnificent works of art and treasures the 
relics of many holy bishops; we mention here only St. 
Carlo Borromeo (1538-1584), and the Blessed Arch-
bishops Andrea Carlo Ferrari (1850-1921) and Alfredo 
Ildefonso Schuster (1880-1954).

Veneranda Fabbrica del Duomo di Milano
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